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through a cognitive apprenticeship instruc-
tional model. The skills taught at CART will be
invaluable in both interpersonal and techno-
logical growth throughout the students lives.

Striving to educate all segments of the com-
munity, high school students and adults will
reap the benefits of CART. High school stu-
dents will spend half of their day at the center
receiving laboratory instruction. The State
Center Community College District will offer
postsecondary classes for students. Addition-
ally, the Central California Business Incubator
Program will also be located at the center.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to welcome
this program to my congressional district. I
look forward to monitoring the progress that
CART makes as it works closely with mem-
bers of the local community. I ask my col-
leagues to join me both in supporting the Cen-
ter for Advanced Research and Technology,
and extending best wishes for its future suc-
cess.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 867) to promote
the adoption of children in foster care:

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Chairman, I rise today in
support of the Adoption Promotion and Stabil-
ity Act of 1997. I commend my colleague,
Congressman CAMP, for bringing the important
issue of adoption to the floor.

H.R. 867 would require officials to actively
pursue adoptions for children who have lan-
guished in foster care for 18 months or more.
In addition, this legislation would continue to
require States to make ‘‘reasonable efforts’’ to
keep families together unless returning a child
to his or her family would involve ‘‘aggravated
circumstances.’’ These circumstances would
include cases of chronic abuse, torture, or
abandonment.

At the end of 1994, there were an estimated
462,000 children in family foster care, kinship
care, or residential care—up 65 percent from
only a decade ago. According to the Child
Welfare League of America, half of all children
who await adoption are minority children;
these children typically wait longer for adoptive
homes. In Cuyahoga County, of the over
3,000 children in the foster care system, near-
ly 65 percent are African-American. By ac-
tively pursuing adoptions for children who
have remained in foster care for more than 18
months, H.R. 867 shares my belief that all
children, regardless of age, sex, ethnicity, and
physical and emotional health are entitled to a
family.

Mr. Chairman, H.R. 867 would also require
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices to convene an advisory panel to report to
Congress on the issue of kinship care. Cur-
rently, there are more than 3 million grand-
parents raising their grandchildren. According
to census figures, in 1990, three times as
many grandparents were raising their grand-
children than in 1980—just 10 years prior. In
addition, many other relatives including aunts,
uncles, and older siblings are left to care for

children who are not able or not willing to
raise their children. This is an important step
in helping to address the rapidly growing issue
of kinship care.

Mr. Chairman, the promotion of adoption is
one of the most important things we can do to
strengthen American families. Adoption en-
ables children, whose parents cannot or will
not raise them, to become part of a permanent
family. Furthermore, it serves as a second
chance for the thousands of children who
have been removed from their families be-
cause of abuse or neglect.

H.R. 867 represents a positive approach in
finding homes for our Nation’s needy children.
I support this effort to facilitate the adoption of
children, and to decrease the time that many
of our children languish in the foster care sys-
tem. Mr. Chairman, I join with my colleagues
in support of this legislation.
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
May 1, 1997, members of the legal profession
throughout the lower Hudson Valley region will
join with their colleagues in the national ob-
servance of Law Day. Law Day serves as an
opportunity for all Americans to celebrate our
liberties and to reaffirm our commitment to the
ideals of justice and equality under the law.

Law Day will be celebrated in my district by
the Orange County Bar Association and the
Women’s Bar Association of Orange and Sulli-
van Counties in a ceremony at the Orange
County Government Center. This year’s theme
is ‘‘Celebrate Your Freedom.’’

Our Republic was founded on several key
principles, many based on the English com-
mon law. Yet our Founding Fathers went fur-
ther than their predecessors in England, and
established a written Constitution with a codi-
fied Bill of Rights. They also founded a legal
system which places the burden of proof on
the accuser, not the accused, and in which ev-
eryone is entitled to having their day in court.

Moreover, they also established an inde-
pendent judiciary, a first for the world at that
time, which has safeguarded the rights and
freedoms of our citizens for over 200 years.

Accordingly, liberty and equality under the
law is one of the guiding principles of our Re-
public. Without any legal system, freedom
quickly dissolves into anarchy. Yet, without lib-
erty, the rule of law devolves into mere
authoritarianism.

I am pleased to join my colleagues in the
legal profession from the 20th Congressional
District of New York in celebrating Law Day.
This year’s celebration reaffirms the fact that
the principles upon which our country was
founded upon are alive and well.
f
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Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the memory, as well as to celebrate the life of

Bertram Gross, who I designated a national
treasure in 1995 on behalf of my constituents,
for his lifetime of work and dedication to
achieve full employment for the people of this
Nation, for his writings, and for his teaching.

Among Bertram Gross’ many achievements,
I have special reason to acknowledge his work
as the primary author of the first full employ-
ment act introduced in 1945, and passed in
1946, and the second full employment act in-
troduced in 1976 and passed in 1978 by the
U.S. Congress. My district and I are particu-
larly indebted to him for his work as the pri-
mary author of the third bill, A Living Wage,
Jobs for All Act, which was first introduced in
1993, in the 103d Congress, and has been re-
introduced in the 104th, as well as in this, the
105th Congress.

Bert was born in 1913 and, when he be-
came a young man in the 1930’s in spite of
hard-working, supportive parents, and his own
capabilities could not find work, like one-half of
the American labor force at that time. His per-
sonal experience, his knowledge of the misery
of so many other Americans provided his earli-
est social education. These lessons in the fear
generated by the destructiveness of jobless-
ness was the marrow, the foundation of his life
work.

Like Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Thomas
Paine, and William Jefferson, Bert believed
profoundly in the dignity of each human being.
He fought against the momentum that only
those who inherited wealth, or possessed
large blocks of capital should have access to
the wealth of our society and Nation. Fun-
damental to this belief was that we all must
have the right to work at adequate wages to
support ourselves and our children. Bert Gross
believed that one of our national legacies was
our sense of our basic right to a life of dignity
and, that this basic right incorporated a right to
work, to adequate housing, food, health care,
and education. A legacy that Americans had
earned and achieved through the Depression
of the thirties and full employment in the for-
ties and that we now appear to have forgotten
and lost.

Bert Gross designed A Living Wage, Jobs
for All Act, not only as a full employment bill;
because the act incorporates basic elements
of our economic life and provides specific rem-
edies for many of these ills, this bill can be
truly considered a party platform. A platform
that is diametrically opposed to the destruc-
tiveness of the recent Contract With America.

I designated Bert a national treasure be-
cause of the passion that he brought to his life
work to have the Nation consider full employ-
ment as a fundamental principle. He wrote,
talked, cajoled, led, persuaded, and taught all
who came into contact with him, with human-
ity, with humor, with great intelligence and
most of the time, with great patience and ap-
preciation for the possession of similar quali-
ties in his students and audience.

In the last 3 years, Bert worked on a daily
basis with members of my staff and with my
constituents promoting A Living Wage, Jobs
for All Act; to hone the bill so that it could be
read as prose for a wider readership; to de-
velop strategies to gain support for the ideas
reflected in the bill, and to work toward our re-
discovery of our lost heritage.

Bertram Gross, being wise, knew he was
mortal. For the many of us who benefitted
from his work, his wisdom, and his passionate
commitment, we can best remember him by


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-12T09:14:27-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




